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CMA ACQUIRES MAJOR CONTEMPORARY LATIN AMERICAN PAINTING 
AS GIFT OF CONTEMPORARY ART SOCIETY 

CLEVELAND — The Contemporary Art Society of the Cleveland Museum of Art 
(CMA) celebrated its 40th anniversary earlier this month by giving the museum a 
painting by the Argentinean artist Guillermo Kuitca (born 1961). Crown of Thorns 
(Songs on the Death of Children) [Corona de espinas (Kindertotenlieder) ], from 1 994, is 
one of a group of Kuitca’s works from 1994-95 on the theme of crowns of thorns. 

CMA director Katharine Lee Reid thanked the Society for its latest gift: “Almost 
since its inception, the Society has generously strengthened the museum’s holdings. This 
addition, by one of the most important Latin American artists working today, 
significantly enhances our presentation of the art of our time.” The Kuitca painting, now 
on view in the contemporary galleries, is the eighteenth gift of art from the Society since 
1962. 

A child prodigy, Kuitca started painting seriously at the age of six, and seven 
years later had his first solo show in Buenos Aires, where he continues to work and live. 
He transformed his previous series based on city street maps into these tangled 
curvilinear patterns that evoke the menace of barbed wire. 
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